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4 

I'd like to tell you about a number of Society activities going on in mid- 
November as I write this. I've recently returned from a site visit with the 
Society Conference Committee to the Opryland Hotel in Nashville. I'd never 
been to the Opryland Hotel before; it's a huge place with quite a less formal 
feel than the typical convention hotel. The country music theme dominates: 
portraits, photographs, display cases, and memorabilia are everywhere. While 
you'll certainly bear more about the conference elsewhere, I wanted to use this 
column to point out some features of the conference and to express my 
gratitude to the members of the committee for the enormous amount of work 
that goes into the conference.. 

Program chair Jeff McHenry tells me that last year's record high number of 
submissions has been blown out of the water: we've hit a new record this year! 
We'll have an outstanding program; the downside is that with a fixed amount 
of meeting space we'll have to turn down a number of attractive submissions. 
Cathy Higgs and the Workshop Committee have put together as exciting a set 
of workshops offerings as I've ever seen. I'm reluctantly resisting the urge to 
abuse my position and sign up for workshops before anybody else gets a 
chance. Donna Denniog is overseeing our expanding placement operation. On- 
site registration for placement will be available this year, though we do 
encourage advance registration to help things run as smoothly as possible. 
Linda Hoopes is again doing a masterful job chairing conference registration. 
In Stan Golden, we've got a must helpful local arrangements chair who knows 
the area inside and out. And I sleep much better at night knowing that Bill 
Macey is overseeing the entire effort. 

We'll have the third annual SIOP 5k Road Race in Nashville. We hope to 
have the race start and finish right at the hotel, which should make 
participation easier. Our new race director this year is Keviu Williams. Keviu 
won the race the last two years, by a margin just about large enough to go 
back to the hotel, shower, and take a nap before coming back to watch the rest 
of us finish. So in the finest tradition of American business, we're taking the 
best performer and making him a manager. 

Let me shift gears and talk about some of the highlights of our September 
Executive Committee meeting. A more complete accounting of the meeting 
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